College Prep Modern US History
204-15
Mr. Dixon’s grading and requirements

General Classroom Behavior:

My goal is a class in which everyone feels they can speak up and contribute.  Neither you nor I has any fun when Mr. Dixon is lecturing for 60-90 minutes.  So speak up.  The class only works well when everyone can get involved in the discussion.  For this reason, I will sometimes encourage discussions that challenge your beliefs and preconceptions.

Before you do or say anything in class, ask yourself a simple question:

“Does this really have anything to do with what Mr. Dixon is trying to accomplish in class today?”

If the answer is “yes,” then proceed.

If the answer is “no,” then don’t.  Mr. Dixon is liable to get irritated, which will not result in a happy class.

I like to run classes by the Golden Rule:  don’t do (or say) anything to others that you wouldn’t want done (or said) to yourself.  Usually, this takes care of 99% of the problems some classes have. Do not talk over other people, and wait your turn.  I want to hear from all of you.

Grading:

I grade by percentage.  Throughout the term, I keep a running total of the number of points my assignments carry.  If the number of points you earn on all those assignments adds up to 90% or above, you’ll get an A.  80% = B, 70% = C, 60% = D.  I keep all your totals in my gradebook; you can check your grade at any time.  Some assignments get graded on the check/check plus/check minus system.  These will factor into your term grade.

Generally, I will give homework assignments that help ensure you’re keeping up with the class readings.  We will also do some presentations and projects.  As much as I can, I will not assign anything over the weekend, though you’re welcome to do work whenever you please.  Every time I assign something, I’ll explain clearly how I intend to grade it.

Depending on the lesson, your tests will include multiple-choice, short answer, matching, and primary sources.  I will give you plenty of review material before any exam, though you are subject to pop quizzes on important material.  If you are absent on test day, you’ll have five days to make it up.  

I will give you plenty of time to complete your work.  Each day late is ten percent of the assignment.

The easiest way to be successful in this class is to take decent notes.  Note-taking is something we will continually work to improve.

Keys to Success:

1. DO THE WORK. If you leave things blank, you’ll have to get a zero.
2. Nobody learns if nobody can hear.  That means that, before you contribute to the discussion, wait until others are done talking.  That goes double if “others” are Mr. Dixon.

3. Punctuality is one of those things you just have to learn in life.  Do not be late.

4. Those who do not contribute to class because they doubt themselves will not learn.  I want this class to be about your ability to develop your communication skills.  Go out on a limb.  If you have something to add to the discussion, add it.  There really is no such thing as a dumb question.

5. Prepare yourself for class.  Obviously, you cannot contribute if you do not do the readings I assign.  Additionally, though, come to class prepared to learn.  I am not a pen or pencil salesman, and I do not provide paper.  Get a decent notebook, a bag of black pens, and you’re set.

Please read and understand these notes, and please ask questions if you’re unclear.  Talk them over with your parent or guardian, and let them know that I am available at any time for discussion with them.  They’re also posted on the class’ Fusion page.
Have a good year!

Student’s signature:  _____________________________________________

Parent/guardian’s signature:  _______________________________________

