Viking Runes
	(Overview)

	 
	     The runes are steeped in nature and symbolize the power exhibited by different elements of nature, like the wind, sun, ice, and rain. Furthermore, the runes have no history of being used in fantastic or magical enterprises. Their powers are grounded firmly in the natural world. The people of the runes led lives that were extremely close to nature, and dominated by these forces. Nature and the gods, in Viking culture, as in many other cultures, were considered to be one and the same thing. Each god was believed to be responsible for the creation and continuation of his or her natural phenomenon. 
     In ancient times, the runes, by symbolizing these elemental forces, permitted the quitrent to make direct contact with the forces of nature. Survival, at the time, depended on nature, and early peasant cultures were at the mercy of nature. The people of the runes believed that using the runes allowed them an insight into how the patterns of life would unfold. The runes, they believed, could help them to prepare for the challenges of everyday life, as well as provide them with knowledge regarding specific events in a person's life. 
	


[image: image1.png]M M

<

K
Kaunaz
ucer

K

[
perp
ek

<

ng
inguz

the god Ing.




